
Our beautiful outdoor chapel is available for individual and family prayer and

reflection. It has been the site of some Sunday service broadcasts, and is likely

to come back into use when the size of gatherings can be larger.

From the Rector—Back to . . . what, exactly?

Although fall is not literally in the air saturated with this beginning-of-August

heat, it’s back to school season. Supplies and clothing have been on

sale. Sewanee’s population is beginning to swell with the arrival of seminarian

households and first-year undergraduates. Sewanee Elementary and other

county schools are set to open in days, and St. Andrew’s-Sewanee in a couple of

weeks. The Sewanee Children’s Center has worked out extensive protocols for

the safety of children, teachers, and families.  

Once I had to give up on Pentecost (May 31 this year) as a date to return to

public in-person worship, my hopes moved to the month of August. Logical or

not, I felt that surely by then precautions would be well-enough established

that we could look forward to some sense of normalcy as Christian Formation

resumed and we held our annual welcoming picnic.

Yet at this writing the hoped-for decrease in the spread of coronavirus has not

materialized. Both the rise in new cases and the number of positives as a

percentage of population are worrisome for our area. Some people are little



concerned; others are deeply concerned. It’s not the return to normalcy I

started to look forward to starting in May. I miss seeing you in person! I miss

Communion together!

So what will we come back to this August? We are tentatively planning for a

socially-distanced outdoor service and BYOEverything picnic on Sunday, August

30. Regular in-person Sunday worship, and the resumption of Communion, will

take place when we can be sufficiently confident in their safety. Christian

Formation will start off the semester via Zoom or another teleconferencing

platform until we see how things go with the reopening of schools. The Vestry

has been meeting electronically, with quarterly in-person meetings required to

officially ratify its actions via teleconference. The big Sesquicentennial banquet

and service with the Bishop in mid-November will have to be reconfigured. The

Stewardship Committee will have to adapt this year’s campaign to the situation

we face.  

It’s frustrating. . . . It’s a lot of work for less-satisfying results . . . . And it’s the

most responsible option for us right now.  

While I can’t promise a date for a return of normalcy, I can absolutely promise

an ongoing constancy—God’s love and call to ministry in Jesus’ name! These

are never in jeopardy, even when disruptions interfere with ways we normally

experience them. I pray this ongoing and serious disruption will call us back to

the basics that our in-person gatherings enhance and empower but do not have

to define.  

The mission of Otey Parish is

To worship God,

To proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ,

To serve the world for which Christ died,

To educate and nurture the community, and

To welcome all.

Carrying out these aspects of our mission largely in person is effective, familar,

and satisfying. Finding ways to carry out these aspects of mission at a safe

distance is unfamiliar and challenging, but with God’s help, need be no less

effective.  

________________________________________________________________

What’s In a Name?

Sewanee’s Episcopal parish was founded in 1870 under the name St. Paul’s-on-

the-Mountain, reportedly at the recommendation of Bp. Charles T.

Quintard. When the current stone church building was constructed in 1891, it

was named the Otey Memorial, again at the request of Bp. Quintard. The 1892



Diocesan Convention approved the Vestry’s resolution to change the name to

“the Otey Memorial.”

As we remember and reflect on our history in connection with our

sesquicentennial, one matter that has arisen is the name of the

congregation. An increasingly full awareness of the extent of Bp. Otey’s

attitudes toward and involvement with slavery has led some to ask that the

name of the parish be changed back to St. Paul’s-on-the-Mountain, or to

another name.   

Although this is a bit of Episcopalian inside baseball, there is some question as

to the appropriateness of having a parish congregation (as distinct from a

church building) named for an individual from recent history. Indeed both

names--St. Paul’s-on-the-Mountain and Otey Memorial--were used together

officially at least as late as 1979, and on a university map at least as late as

1991 when I started seminary.

Even before the killing of George Floyd and subsequent protests against

violence toward African Americans gave issues of race additional focus and

urgency, your vestry and clergy agreed that the sesquicentennial is an

appropriate time to consider the name of the parish. Now, and with the vestry’s

agreement, a committee is being assembled with Karen Keele as chair to reflect

on the matter. 

The committee will approach its work without a foregone conclusion, learning

more about Bp. Otey and his context and pondering our own

context. Opportunity will be given for anyone who wishes to share their

perspectives with the committee. In a spirit of prayerful discernment, it will

consider how the name Otey Memorial may affect our current and future

ministries. The committee will keep the Vestry informed of its deliberations and

will report to the parish on its findings. If it develops any recommendations

about our parish’s name, it will forward those to the Vestry, probably in the

later fall. I ask your prayers for this committee and its work.

Rob Lamborn, Rector

________________________________________________________________

Vestry Highlights
As customary, the Vestry did not hold a regular meeting in the month of July.

________________________________________________________________

From The Deacon's Bench

Moving is never easy but now all boxes, pictures,
files and office"stuff " is out of CAC and upstairs in
Brooks Hall. I love my new office which is really my



old office so in a way I have come full circle. I
closed the chapter for Youth Ministry and now
have closed another chapter at CAC but I have not
closed the book. The Covid-19 situation has put
everything on the back burner and has given me
the gift of time to discern next steps in our shared
ministry on this mountain. The shock of losing my
child continues to be a daily struggle and I so
appreciate the outpouring of support that I
received from so many. Thank you. I am looking
forward to the day when we are all together in our
church and praying that it will be sooner rather
than later. Stay safe!

Community Action Committee

CAC Director David Goodpaster is seeing that
CAC continues to serve the needy while
observing precautions for safety.

He has also taken on the role of CAC produce
manager!

CAC and the South Cumberland Summer Meal Program

or the past six weeks, the Community
Action Committee (CAC) has been in
partnership with the University of the
South, the South Cumberland
Community Fund, the South
Cumberland Plateau Vista Project, and
Epiphany Episcopal Mission to
distribute food to children eighteen
years and younger in the Sherwood
area. Epiphany Episcopal Mission was
the distribution site and one of

fourteen sites comprising the overall program known as the South
Cumberland Summer Meal Program. These fourteen sites were located
throughout the area in Grundy, Marion, and Franklin counties. The
weekly food distributions for Sherwood took place each Friday between
June 19th and July 31st. The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)
supplied and delivered food to McClurg Dining Hall on Sewanee’s campus
to be coordinated by personnel for distribution. Following established



COVID-19 procedures, volunteers from Otey Memorial Parish loaded and
transported these meals from McClurg to Epiphany and supported Vista
volunteers in distributing them. Every child received a week’s amount of
meals and fifty children in Sherwood were served each week. These
efforts were extremely successful, and an exciting example of how
numerous community partners can come together, working for the
common good. Leah Rhys, Otey parishioner and volunteer for the
program, came to see these Fridays as a “weekly celebration” for all
involved and she found “purpose” in delivering food to Sherwood during
this pandemic. For fellow parishioner Gary Sturgis, volunteering to help
with efforts like this summer meal program is when he “feels most like a
Christian.” These partnerships are expected to continue next summer
and CAC welcomes anyone who might be interested in volunteering.   

Grundy County Diaper Drive

The Safe Baby Court Vista team of Grundy County has invited CAC and
Otey Memorial Parish to participate in their annual diaper drive during
the month of August. A donation bin for diapers and pullups for any age
will be available outside of the CAC door. Donations will be distributed to
families at the end of the month.  

David Goodpaster, CAC Director & Curate

Christian Formation Updates

Contact: Jeannie Babb, Director of Christian
Formation

Text or call 423-255-6479 or email
formation@oteyparish.org

The beginning of the school year always feels like a
fresh start – new books, new ideas, perhaps a new
perspective on life. This fall, we face a new start
unlike any other we have experienced.
Nevertheless, we are excited to begin anew.
Welcome to the Mountain

Do you have new neighbors or co-workers? We are eager to connect with them.
If you know anyone who would appreciate a personal welcome and to learn
about our ministries to individuals and families, please let us know.
Website
One piece of that new beginning is our new website
https://www.oteyparish.org/. We hope you’ll enjoy the fresh new look, and that
you’ll help us make this a “front door” to Otey. What we have is only a
foundation. Here’s how you can help:
●      Send pictures you have taken of people and events at Otey
●      Let us know what you’d like to see on the website; what would help you
connect?
●      Try out the new Online Giving portal and give feedback on ease of use

https://www.oteyparish.org/


●      Report any errors, typos, or broken links
Sunday School and Service Times

8:30 a.m. Early Service (Live on Youtube and Facebook)
9:15 a.m. Godly Play (Zoom) beginning Aug 9, 2020
9:45 a.m. Sunday Forum (Zoom) beginning Aug 23 or 30, 2020
11:00 a.m. Late Service (Youtube or Facebook)
4:00 Youth Sunday school beginning Aug 23, 2020

Fire on the Mountain: Youth News

Fire on the Mountain is open to 6th-12th graders
who want to have fun while learning and serving.
The teaching and leadership approach are from an
Episcopal perspective; however, students of all faith
backgrounds are encouraged to participate. We also
need adult volunteers. Fire on the Mountain usually
sponsors two events per month, one service-
oriented and one for fun and friendship. See
our Facebook page!

What does Fire on the Mountain do? Last year we
enjoyed played frisbee golf, painted faces at Oktoberfest and the Blue Monarch
Halloween Party, roasted smores over a bonfire, visited the Naughty Cat Café in
Chattanooga, narrated the Christmas pageant and the Creche service, made
another excursion to Chattanooga for Clumpies ice cream, a book store visit and
beat the Runaway Train escape room, and other shenanigans. When the
pandemic closed everything down, we met weekly on Zoom. Students watched
episodes of National Geographic’s “The Story of God” by Morgan Freeman.
Andrea Vancil, our Youth Ministry Intern, led us in a discussion of each episode.
Fire on the Mountain continued to meet remotely for fun activities like a
scavenger hunt at home, and judging the Best Egg contest.

Beginning August 23, 2020, Fire on the Mountain will meet for Sunday school
and other activities each Sunday at 4pm in our socially distanced outdoor
classroom on the porch of Brooks Hall.

Our Sunday school is practicing In the Spirit of
the Circle. Developed by Indigenous
Episcopalians with Forward Movement, this
curriculum builds on the rich storytelling
traditions of Native American and Indigenous
peoples. “In the Spirit of the Circle  bridges
cultural divides and breaksdown stereotypes,
inviting each of us to walk the "Red Road" - to
experience Indigenous ways of traditional
spirituality and culture - with Jesus and with
each other.” This Christian formation resource
produced in partnership with the Domestic and
Foreign Missionary Society's Office of Indigenous

https://www.facebook.com/fireonthemountainFOTM


Ministries and the Office of Lifelong Formation.

Youth leaders include Jeannie Babb (Christian Formation Director), David
Goodpaster (Curate), and Joseph Brown, (Sunday school assistant, C’23, from
the Diocese of East Tennessee). Parent volunteers and one-time hosts are
needed. To register youth participants or inquire about volunteering, please
contact Jeannie.

Godly Play and Sunday School

August 9, Godly Play sessions will
begin online. Sessions will be brought
to you from a storyteller’s home, from
the Godly Play room, even from your
front yard or your neighbor’s back
porch! Otey will provide materials for
work time, which children may
continue while parents attend Sunday
Forum.
The Godly Play Sunday school program
at Otey Memorial Parish is designed

for children at least 3 years old through 5th grade. We also offer a Tuesday
morning program for children not yet in school. (If you are interested in the
Tuesday program for preschoolers, please let Jeannie know, as this class is
forming now.)

Godly Play helps children to explore their faith through story, to gain religious
language and to enhance their spiritual experience though wonder and play.
Based on Montessori principles and developed using a spiral curriculum, the
Godly Play method serves children through early, middle and late childhood
and beyond. To learn more about the theory and method of Godly Play, please
visit the Godly Play Foundation. 

Please register for Godly Play Sunday school so that you will receive materials
and notifications. If you have not received registration materials via email,
please contact Jeannie. We don’t want anyone to miss out! 

Sunday Forum, 2020-2021 -- Otey’s Ministry & Witness: Past, Present & Future

Please note the new name! At the request of our youth, the class formerly
called “Adult Forum” is now named “Sunday Forum.” All ages are welcome and
encouraged to attend. We have also moved Youth Sunday School to later in the
afternoon so that it does not conflict.

As we reach the 150th anniversary of the founding of this parish, we will
explore the history, mission, and vision of the church from various perspectives.
We are blessed to have within easy distance many historians and teachers who
have agreed to help us with these topics. Our pursuit is spiritual rather than
only academic, and we will approach the topics prayerfully, trusting that the
Spirit will lead us to explore our past, present, and future with the sincerity and
conviction appropriate to such a venture.

https://www.godlyplayfoundation.org/


Our first session is scheduled for August 30, 2020. Karen Meridith, Lisa Howick,
Greg Maynard, and Robin Bates form the panel to establish why we are
undertaking this yearlong study. This may be preceded by a prelimary forum
session on August 23rd. Watch for details in your email.

These sessions will also help us as we build an archive of information,
photographs, and other memorabilia. What a great time to take stock of who
we are, where we are, and how the Holy Spirit is moving among us!

Nursery

The nursery at Otey Memorial Parish will remain closed while we are not having
in-person services. Nursery Coordinator Annika Derham and Nursery Caregiver
Cara Kitzrow remain committed to the ministry, and are eager to stay
connected with our little ones and their families. Please contact Jeannie if there
is a way we can minister to you and your smallest children during this time. 

Help tell the story of Otey, St. Mark’s, and St. Paul’s!

For our upcoming celebration of Otey's sesquicentennial founding as St Paul's-
on-the-Mountain in 1870 - 71, we are planning to add to our archives with
memorabilia, create a digital scrapbook, and perhaps a bound hardcover book,
to look back on 150 years of Otey's ministries, celebrations, and families. 
During this quiet time of staying at home, many parishioners have remarked
that they are going through boxes of collectibles. This is a great opportunity to
look through your scrapbooks and memorabilia to unearth your treasures that
might tell part of Otey's story. Please be in touch about items you have that
you would be willing for the church to scan and return to you, or that you’d like
the church to have. We may ask you if the church can borrow some items to put
on display this coming year, but certainly we want your prized possessions to
come back to you. 
We are looking for photos, pamphlets or flyers, prorgrams, artwork, costumes,
quilts, and the like. We also want to record your stories, spoken aloud to a video
recorder or written in your hand. So please take these summer months to do a
bit of research on the ways that Otey was instrumental in your life through the
years. 
For questions or to report what you've found, contact Lisa Howick at
lisa.m.howick@gmail.com; Greg Maynard at coachmaynard@gmail.com; or the
Church Office at admin@oteyparish.org. 

Music Notes

MEMORIES FROM YOUR SUNDAY SCHOOL ROOM
 
 When I was young and attending Sunday School, the precursor of Godly Play,
the things in our classroom made a lasting impression on my spiritual
growth. You know, kids like to have a visual to make things real. So to me the
pictures in our Sunday School rooms had a great impact on my idea of what
Jesus was all about. I bet some of you had the same experience. So, this month I
want to highlight Warner Elias Sallman (1892-1968). 



 
Warner Sallman was born and died in Chicago, IL and was educated at The
School of the Arts of Chicago. He was a freelance painter. In 1940 he believed
the Lord gave him a job to do. He was to point people to Christ through the
medium of art. In 1940 he painted a work called THE HEAD OF CHRIST . It
became his most famous painting. It sold over 500 million copies. There were
also free copies of the painting given out at USO, YMCA, and other community
organizations to give hope to people during the war. Churches of many
denominations bought copies of his works for their classrooms. 
 
In addition to the HEAD OF CHRIST, he also did CHRIST IN GETHSEMANEE,
CHRIST AT HEART’S DOOR, AND THE LORD IS MY SHEPHERD . The largest work
he ever produced was THE ASCENSION OF CHRIST  for the First Covenant Church
of Iron, Mountain, MI. It is 20 ft. by 23 ft. Sallman’s work often was said to bring
a calming effect to those needing peace and a sense of stability. I remember the
comforting feeling those pictures gave to me for many years. It was only as an
adult that I started to expand my ideas on what Jesus and his disciples really
looked like. 
 
During this time of uncertainty, take a look at some old pieces of art. It may be
just the thing to give you some comfort. Like a favorite old Bible passage, it can
speak to your heart. Be safe and take care.

By Kathleen Sturgis

Sewanee Mask Directive

Beginning Saturday, July 3, Vice Chancellor and
Mayor Reuben E. Brigety, II instituted a mandatory
mask directive that is in effect for all persons on
the Sewanee Domain. This directive applies to all
residents, visitors, students, faculty, and staff, and
will remain in force until further notice.

All residents of, and visitors to, Sewanee are required to wear face coverings
over their nose and mouth when in public or inside buildings other than private
residences, with five exceptions:

When they are alone
When they are asleep (such as in a residence hall room or hotel room)
When they are eating or drinking
When they are maintaining a social distance of six feet or more from any
other person, and
If they have a documented medical condition that precludes their
wearing a face covering.

In situations that may be ambiguous with regard to the above exceptions,
individuals are asked to exercise their best judgment with regard to their
likelihood of spreading the virus to others. If in doubt, individuals should wear a
mask. Everyone is asked to have a mask on their person at all times so that they
may don it when circumstances require it as outlined above. The Vice
Chancellor expresses his gratitude for your cooperation in helping to keep our



community safe during this unprecedented health crisis.

Mental Health Resources

If I say, “Surely the darkness shall cover me,
and the light around me become night,”

even the darkness is not dark to you;
  the night is as bright as the day,
  for darkness is as light to you.

Ps. 139:11-12

Christians are not exempt from feeling the effects of isolation, loneliness,
and fear, especially during these months of social distancing and
quarantine. There is no doubt that the COVID-19 pandemic has taken a
toll on mental health. While taking care to prevent physical complications
of the disease, many neglect to safeguard their mental well-being in the
process.

If you or someone you know is experiencing a mental health crisis, there
is help available! You can call 855-CRISIS-1 (855-274-7471) to speak with
the State Crisis Line, or text HOME to 741741 . Just need someone to talk
to? Call the Church Office at 931-598-5926 and let us know. We will be
happy to lend a listening ear, pray with you, and help connect you with
any additional services you might need.



The locked church was set up for the Fourth Sunday in Lent for months, but is

now being used for livestreaming and recording services with a maximum of ten

people.

Giving to Otey Memorial Parish

“You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be
hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl.
Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in
the house.  In the same way, let your light shine before
others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your

Father in heaven.

Matthew 5:14-16 (NRSV)

Bill Pay from Your Bank Website
Use the Bill Pay service provided by your bank. If your bank offers online bill pay
services, follow their setup directions to add the church as a payee, and add
recurring automatic payments. Use the name and address below for the payee:

Otey Memorial Parish Church
P.O. Box 267
Sewanee, TN 37375
(931) 598-5926

By Mail
Mail us a check, or place cash or check in the offering plate on Sunday. If you
are giving toward a pledge, please write “Pledge” on the memo or envelope.

Online Giving
Convenient and secure -- You can make a one-time donation or set up a
recurring gift. Choose credit, debit or bank account payments. If you already
have a login for our Realm software, you can either Give Now or text “Otey$75”
(or any amount) to 73256. Follow the prompts and manage your account. More
information regarding Realm below.



Get Connected with Realm

Our new church management software has expanded capabilities to help
parishioners get connected and stay that way. You can easily update your
personal information, see the status of your giving, and set up online one-time
or recurring electronic giving. As always, we are still able to receive gifts by
check.

Interested or have questions?
Call the Church Office at 931-598-5926.

We have had to do some big
repairs to one of our HVAC
systems for Claiborne.

These are the before and after
pictures. The unit was repaired by
Mickey Suarez with metalworking
help from Josh Green.

Prayer List: Abu-Ali Abdur’Rahman, Bonnie Babb, David Burnett, Corky Carlisle,
Addie Cobbs, Matthew Collins, Gus Croom, Catherine Garcia, Lynda Gotko, Ray
Gotko, Ariel Jones, Houston King, Cheryl Lankhaar, Raymond McCoy, Mary
Matlock Newman, Fairfax Noland, Allen Peek, Jennifer Sturgis Roberts, Glendon
Smalley, Russell Stubblefield, Elizabeth Taylor, Van Tucker, Peggy Ward, and
those suffering from coronavirus.

We are
getting
all the



Ted Clarkson prepares to produce
another live-streamed worship
service.

windows
in the
church
operable
again to
increase
ventila-
tion
when
larger

gatherings are possible.

August Birthdays

Caroline Lamborn, 8 / 1 ; Tom Ward, 8 / 2 ; Loulie Frazier, 8 / 2 ; Greg Maynard,
8 / 3 ; Mac Priestley, 8 / 4 ; David Burnett, 8 / 4 ; Frederick Croom, 8 / 6 ;
Leah Rhys, 8 / 6 ; Roderic Murray, 8 / 6 ; Corky Carlisle, 8 / 7 ;
Claudia Porter, 8 /11; Rob Lamborn, 8 / 14 ; Remington Rose-Crossley, 8 / 16 ;
Meghan Mazur, 8 / 19 ; Peggy Ward, 8 / 20 ; Nicole Noffsinger-Frazier, 8 / 20 ;
Dixon Myers, 8 / 21 ; Lynn Taylor, 8 / 22 ; Harrison Hartman, 8 / 22 ;
Ariel Jones, 8 / 23 ; Patton Watkins, 8 / 23 ; Alex Bruce, 8 / 23 ;
Konrad Knoll, 8 / 23 ; Carolyn Davis, 8 / 24 ; Edwin Keeble, 8 / 26 ;
Julia Gatta, 8 / 28 ; Carrie Mauzy, 8 / 30 ; John Reishman, 8 / 31 ;
 Fields Ford, 8 / 31

Otey Memorial Parish
216 University Avenue

P. O. Box 267
Sewanee, TN 37375

(931) 598-5926

www.oteyparish.org

 

http://www.oteyparish.org
https://www.facebook.com/Otey-Memorial-Parish-116311028392705

